Mr. William J. Taggart

December 15, 1961 - June 8, 2017

TAGGART, William “Bill” James was born December 15, 1961 at Grady
Memorial Hospital. Bill Taggart grew up the oldest child of three children in the
Adamsville community of Atlanta, Georgia. He was preceded in death by his
sister, Felicia Taggart and father, James Taggart.

Bill Taggart was the son of Marian Howard Taggart and James Taggart.
Although Bill was raised in Adamesville, it was in his grandparents’ home on
the west side that he developed lifelong skills. His grandfather, Henry Howard,
helped develop his analytical mind while teaching him complex math skills
with everyday coins. A devoted sports fan, his grandmother, Eliza, helped Bill
develop a passion for Atlanta teams as they watched and analyzed televised
Braves games together. Bill's family life included a large extended family of
aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends. They spent every weekend together at
parties, playing music, or just engaging in spirited conversation.

Bill was a product of the Atlanta Public School system and attended L.P. Miles
Elementary and Northside High School. An honor student, his leadership skills
enabled him to excel in many areas including ROTC, soccer and track.

Bill entered Howard University wide-eyed and excited. Bill's insightful mind
and witty presence enabled him to immerse himself in a broad swatch of the
Howard community ranging from New York DJ crews to prestigious academic



groups. Bill also arrived at Howard with a disciplined and competitive spirit
that made it possible for him to excel in all that he attempted including
acceptance into the Delta Sigma Pi business fraternity and Beta Gamma
Sigma honor society. Eventually, he would pledge his beloved Kappa Alpha
Psi (Xi Chapter) providing a venue for him to express his “Wild Bill” attributes
along with his academic prowess. While at Howard, Bill developed a life-long
collection of memories, achievements, and friends.

Bill was highly regarded and loved at Harvard Business School for his
strategic leadership, business acumen, generous spirit and kind heart.
Affectionately known as “Dolla Bill”, he deejayed parties, played intramurals,
and philosophized. He was a champion and confidant to many who found
themselves in difficult situations. When he entered HBS, disproportionate
shares of African-American and international students were receiving lower
grades due to the Socratic Method of instruction. While Bill easily mastered
this method, he was part of a team which initiated the analysis which
eventually led to the abolishment of the practice. Bill was always unafraid to
speak truth to power. Bill’s legacy and footprint leave an enduring mark at
HBS creating a more embracing and equitable environment for all.

When Bill completed his Harvard MBA, it was clear that management
consulting was the perfect fit. It requires a strategic mind, excellent
communication skills and the ability to align people who do not report to you
around a common vision and purpose. Bill's grace and charm enabled him to
have meaningful and authentic conversations with people. He listened, zeroed
in on the problems and opportunities, then used his natural passion and
authenticity to bring people together around the solution. Those traits
propelled him rapidly through IBM and Wachovia and continued to serve him
throughout his life.

While a student at Howard, Bill had an opportunity to intern for the Reagan



Administration. This positive experience and excitement for the newly elected
President Barack Obama led him back to civil service as the Chief Operating
Officer of Federal Student Aid. Leveraging his business acumen, visionary
leadership, and optimistic outlook, he quickly set out his agenda to increase
college access, affordability, quality, and completion. He made it possible for a
50% increase in the number of low-income students to attend higher
education, enabling more than 9 million more low-income students to go to
college.

Bill realized his dream of returning to his hometown of Atlanta when he
became the CEO of Atlanta Life Financial Group. While in this role, he led the
transformation of the 110-year-old firm creating financial stability and
subsequent growth. Bill loved Morehouse College as both her adopted son
and her fervent leader. Over the course of two years, Bill held two positions at
Morehouse: COO and Executive-in-Residence and Interim President.
President Taggart brought his genuine care for young people, his leadership,
and business skills along with his passion and networking talents to
Morehouse daily. His candid, yet optimistic style was both refreshing and
welcomed by the entire Morehouse community. Every person who
experienced Bill knew that he had come to the right place at the right time,
and he worked tirelessly to move Morehouse forward.

Bill was a tremendous asset to the Atlanta community and was an authentic
servant leader in every aspect of the word. He was known for his passion,
commitment, and desire to make an impact on his beloved city. He was active
in various business and civic organizations including: 100 Black Men of
America and Rotary Club of Atlanta. Bill also served on the board of Atlanta
Business League, The Carter Center, Carver Bank, Children Healthcare of
Atlanta, Emory Center for Excellence Advisory Board, Woodruff Arts Center
and Westside Future Fund. Bill was a life member of the National Black MBA



Association and Kappa Alpha Psi Incorporated.

Bill 's personal life was rich with love, laughter and life lessons generously
shared among family and a host of friends. His life was enriched when he met
and married Lydia Roston in 1998. Bill, Lydia, and Elizabeth, their daughter,
led an extraordinary life. With love as the center of their lives, their home was
a place of encouragement, support, and fun. In 2013, Lydia, his wife of 15
years passed away. Bill enjoyed every moment as a father to Elizabeth. Bill
always shared his zest for life: from daily conversations on the way to school,
cheering at Braves, Hawks and Falcons games, exploring Paris, taking an
early morning safari in South Africa to spending time with friends and family in
Israel and Nantucket. As a father, he was the pillar of strength, support,
adventure, and fun.

He is survived his daughter, Elizabeth Fortune Taggart, mother, Marian
Taggart, sister, Angela Taggart, brothers, James Taggart and Nicholas
Taggart, nieces Ashlie Kelley, Christine Hardy, Zenethia Hardy, Asia Hardy,
Farrah Hardy, Vera Zeigler, Alexis Roston, great nieces, OliviaRose Kéelley,
Kendall Zeigler, Aria Zeigler, nephews Michael Kelley, D’Angelo Giriffin,
George Kenneth Zeigler(Gabrielle), James Roston lll, Joshua Roston, Drew
Roston, Malcolm Roston, father-in-law James Roston Sr. (Betty), sister-in-law,
Rachel Zeigler (George) and partner, Wonya Lucas. Included in his loving
family are his aunts, Alice Denham, Annie Henderson, Shirley Robinson
(Leroy), uncle, Odis Howard and a host of other relatives and friends.

The celebration of life service will be held at Martin Luther King Jr.
International Chapel at Morehouse College 830 Westview Drive SW, Atlanta,
GA 30314 on Friday, June 16, 2017, at 11:00 am. In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to “The Bill Taggart Memorial Trust for the benefit of Elizabeth
Taggart” via Green Square Capital 6075 Poplar Avenue Suite 221, Memphis
TN 38119 or to the “William J Taggart Scholarship Fund” at Morehouse



College via 830 Westview Drive Atlanta, GA 30314.
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Tribute Wall

Remembering us as | remember you on this
day three years later. Still missing you.

tw texas - June 10, 2019 at 10:59 PM

So sorry to hear about the passing of my
Howard classmate Bill...He was genuinely a
kind spirit who always had an encouraging
word, & a smile on his face... Praying that
God will comfort the Taggart family during this
most difficult time...

T Blount - June 16, 2017 at 12:18 AM

With sympathy and friendship,
Susanne Allen Thomas

Susanne Allen Thomas - June 14, 2017 at 08:35 PM

Angela Crawford lit a candle in memory of Mr.
William J. Taggart

Angela Crawford - June 14, 2017 at 01:45 PM




Praying for the Taggart family...One of Adamsville's greatest sons.
Angela Harper Crawford

Angela Crawford - June 14, 2017 at 01:47 PM

So Smart },

joseph Allen - July 01, 2017 at 09:38 AM

RIP NUPE

YITB,
Percy Brooks

Percy Brooks - June 13, 2017 at 06:46 PM

The world lost not only a great man but | lost a mentor and a friend.
Bill always gave of himself first and put the team above all else in
the way he operated. Working together at First Union and S3, Bill
taught me so many things that | still use today. | am sure many
others have said it so much better but it was an honor and more
importantly a priviledge to have crossed Bill's path in life for the
short time that we worked together. | look forward to the day when |
will see him on the "other side" so we can talk about old times and
good times together. Rest in eternal piece my friend....| know that
you are already there and touching those that have passed on with
your infectious generosity, personality and most of all "giving above

Brian Williams - June 13, 2017 at 10:41 AM



Mike Cyplik lit a candle in memory of Mr.
William J. Taggart

Mike Cyplik - June 12, 2017 at 11:12 AM



