
Mrs.. Viola Horton
May 25, 1935 - June 13, 2025

Viola Horton took off the flesh on Friday, June 13, 2025. She was 90 years old. She was
born to the late Lillie Carter and Mark Cooper on May 25, 1935, in Nash County, NC. Viola
was raised in Rocky Mount, NC, by both her mother and grandfather, the late William
Carter. She relocated to Newark, NJ, where she met her husband, Clarence D Horton.
From this union were born four children: Stephanie Brantley (Horton) of Snellville, GA;
David Horton (deceased 12/17); Sheilia Horton-Carter of Columbus, OH; and Sharah
Horton {deceased 10/19). 

 

At the beginning of her marriage, she and her sister-in-law, Wendolyn El (Leslie), worked
at Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital in NJ. Viola and Clarence determined it was more
important for her to raise their children as a stay-at-home mom. She helped raise other
moms’ children during her earlier years to assist working mothers in maintaining a work-
life balance. Many of these people are still considered part of our extended family to this
day, such as China Saunders. Mommy took care of China at the age of nine months and
also her sister Janair, her goddaughters. 

 

Viola was always eager to learn and educate herself throughout her life. Viola became
educated to become a CNA, which became a life-long passion for her. She worked as a
CNA in Vermont, New Orleans, and Maryland. She worked as a CNA until the age of 75. 

 

Viola was an advocate alongside her husband for numerous causes throughout the city of
Newark, NJ, and across the nation. This ultimately led her to participate in the “March on
Washington” in 1963. She relocated in 1972 to Chester Depot, VT, when her husband
purchased a trucking company. There was another relocation for business purposes to
New Orleans, LA, until Clarence and Viola relocated to Maryland with their daughter
Sharah due to Hurricane Katrina. In 2019, Clarence and Viola relocated to Snellville, GA,
with their daughter, Stephanie. 



Viola was a member of The Institute of Divine Metaphysical Research Inc. in Columbia,
MD. The entire branch provided support to both Viola and Clarence in numerous ways. 

 

Viola loved bowling with her daughter Stephanie while they lived in Vermont. She
continued bowling while in Maryland until the age of 79. Viola loved gardening and
planting flowers and had a small-scale farm with ducks, chickens, and a turkey in both
Newark, NJ, and Chester Depot, VT. 

 

Viola's greatest joy was her family. She expressed and demonstrated love for her husband
and children throughout their lives. She traveled with her daughter, Sharah, to Niagara
Falls and went on a 7-day cruise with all three of her daughters in 2012. 

 

Viola was preceded in death by her mother, Lillie Gray, and father, Mark Cooper. Her
husband Clarence D. Horton (4/2022), son David Dealoyd Horton (12/2017), daughter
Sharah Telida Horton (10/2019), and granddaughter Gabrielle Alexis Brantley (01/2017).
Sisters: Lou Hazel Robinson, Mary Pearl Gray, Ella Florence Arrington, and Doretha Hill,
brothers; Charlie Gray Jr., Samuel Gray, and Joe Lee Gray. 

 

Viola leaves to cherish her precious memories, two loving daughters, Stephanie D.
Brantley (Prince) and Sheilia Horton-Carter (Terry). Four grandchildren: David Dealoyd
Horton II, Danielle V. Brantley, Terri T. Carter, and Emanuel P. Brantley. Five great-
grandchildren, Khariah Neveah Carter, Joshua Isaiah King, Peyton Elizabeth Horton, Amir
Zion Fray, and Ka’Niylah Jeaprire Wilson. Four sisters, Cleola Gray, Beatrice Gray,
Christine Yatharthanathan, and Thelma Moss. Two brothers, Benjamin Battle and
Theodore Cooper, and a host of loving in-laws, nieces, nephews, relatives, and friends.



Cemetery Details

Georgia National Cemetery

2025 Mount Carmel Church Lane
Canton, GA 30114-7670
http://www.georgianationalcemetery.com

Previous Events

Memorial Celebration of Life

JUL 3. 1:00 PM (ET)

Gregory B. Levett & Sons Funeral Home - Lawrenceville Location
914 Scenic Highway South
Lawrenceville, GA 30045-6353

Burial

JUL 4. 9:30 AM (ET)

Georgia National Cemetery
1080 Scott Hudgens Dr
Canton, GA 30114

http://www.georgianationalcemetery.com/
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Virginia Wilson - July 04, 2025 at 11:19 AM

Virginia Wilson sent a virtual gift in memory of Mrs.. Viola
Horton

Debra Simmons(niece) - July 01, 2025 at 02:22 PM

Debra Simmons(niece) lit a candle in memory of Mrs.. Viola
Horton
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Debra Simmons(niece) - July 01, 2025 at 02:29 PM

To my cousins, Stephanie and Sheilia you all have my deepest condolences. Every
memory of Aunt Viola is Fond. She was so Loving, kind and Beautiful. She was the
same every time I was in her presence. Her calm, loving spirit reminds me of my
Mother. I know you all are hurting right now, but it will get better. She is at rest. Thank
you God for such a wonderful Spirit. Much Love, your cousin Debra.

June 24, 2025 at 08:44 AM

Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was purchased for the
family of Mrs.. Viola Horton.

https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=781&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=781&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sheilia Horton-Carter - June 24, 2025 at 03:44 AM

There are too many memories to share about my Mom at this time. The most
overall memory is her unconditional love for her family. Mommy was always there
when we needed her. She gave each of us the best of herself and she will always
be in my heart and mind. The one thing that comforts me at this time is knowing
that she is with her Heavenly Father in Peace, Happiness and Joy. She is no
longer burdened with the cares of this world or the burden of that body. I’m
thankful for the time I was allowed to have with my Mom and I know she knows I
was there. Mommy May you continue to Rest in Peace.


