
Rachel Simmons Jones
July 13, 1926 - February 1, 2026

On July 13, 1926, Rachel Loretta Simmons was born to the late Elder Aaron and
Josephine Simmons in their family home in St. Petersburg, FL. She was the youngest of
nine children and was a “mama’s girl” as she would say. By the age of 10, she had lost
both of her parents. She was raised by her eldest siblings, Louis, Areatha and Ruth. 

Rachel attended Gibbs High School in St. Petersburg, FL. Her senior high school year
book described her as a “jolly young lady” and her nickname was "Retta”. She graduated
in 1945. 

 

She went on to matriculate at Tuskegee Institute (now Tuskegee University) and
graduated in 1950 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Commercial Dietetics. She
worked as an Assistant Dietitian at Andrew Memorial Hospital of Tuskegee, AL, at
Riverside Hospital of Yonkers, NY and at Bayfront Medical Center of St. Petersburg, FL,
where she was one of the first African-American dietitians that served in that role. She
also pursued another degree at Florida A&M University, studying early elementary
education. During this time she met her husband, Arthur Jones who was also a student at
FAMU. Their first date was at Ma Mary’s Restaurant near the campus. The two Rattlers
fell in love, married and from their union, Eric and Arthurene (Rene) Jones were born.
Rachel and her family lived in Leesburg, FL and St. Petersburg, FL, and settled in the
capital city of Tallahassee, FL where she remained for over 50 years prior to moving to
Snellville, GA in the 2000s. 

Rachel used her knowledge and experience in commercial dietetics to ensure nutritional
meals were served to thousands of students across the Leon County School System for
several years. She retired from Gretchen Everhart School, where she found her passion
instructing exceptional needs students. She took pride in her work and was frequently
honored for her exemplary approach to helping students develop life skills such as
personal care, meal planning and preparation. She received the Bill Thomas BEST Apple
Award and was nominated for the Distinguished Educator of Minority Students Award in
the early 90s. Rachel remained at Gretchen Everhart as an Instructional Assistant well



over a decade. 
 

Rachel was a woman of great faith. She was spunky and had a keen sense of humor. She
enjoyed laughing, storytelling, walking, talking on the phone and spending time with family
and friends. She also enjoyed playing the lottery, going to the dog track with her friends,
Althea and Sevia, and watching her favorite television shows. 

Rachel’s pride and joy was her family and anyone who knew her could attest. She was an
excellent cook and was often asked to prepare special dishes for family and church
events. She loved to gather, to host and experience the joy of others enjoying her food,
especially her husband. Her attention to the most minute of details when it came to
preparing food was impeccable. 

On Saturday, January 31, surrounded by loved ones, Rachel peacefully entered her
eternal rest and went home to be with her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He had satisfied
her with long life, 99 years to be exact. 

 

Rachel was preceded in death by her parents, Elder Aaron and Josephine Simmons, all of
her siblings, Louis Simmons, Areatha Simmons Jordan, Ruth Simmons, Benjamin
Simmons, Austin Simmons, Caleb Simmons, Aaron Simmons, Jr., Miriam Simmons; and
her beloved husband, Arthur Lee “Sonny Boy” Jones. 

She is survived by her loving children, Eric Jones (Tonya) of Tallahassee, FL and
Arthurene Jones of Snellville, GA; a cherished granddaughter, Erica Jones of Houston,
TX; a niece, Rachel Simmons Hinves (David) of Port Perry, ON and two nephews,
Benjamin Simmons (the late, Alida) of Tampa, FL and Artez Simmons of Atlanta, GA. 

Rachel was a daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, a cousin, an aunt, a grandmother, and a
loyal friend. She wore many hats throughout her life but the greatest of them all was that
she was a child of God. Even in her old age, she never lost the will to pray and to praise
Him. Rachel had the heart of a servant. She was known for her hospitality, kindness,
thoughtfulness, generosity, caring personality and love for her family and friends. 

“With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.” 
 

Psalms 91:16



Previous Events

Viewing

FEB 14. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Calvary Baptist Church
1915 Dale Street
Tallahassee, FL 32310

Celebration of Life

FEB 14. 11:00 AM (ET)

Calvary Baptist Church
1915 Dale Street
Tallahassee, FL 32310

Internment

FEB 16. 10:00 AM (ET)

Callahan Community Cemetery
45013 Stratton Road
Callahan, FL 32011
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Millie Hundley - February 14 at 06:11 AM

You are in my thoughts and prayers as you go through this season. Your mom is
now an Angel watching over you from her Heavenly home. She has only changed
residence-from earth to glory! I pray that God will comfort you, strengthen you
and give you peace. 

Millie Hundley - February 13 at 07:38 PM

Millie Hundley

Daisy Johnson - February 13 at 07:18 PM

Keep her enduring spirit alive. She will always be there that guardian angel. 
Deepest condolences 

Love Soamoya - February 11 at 06:13 PM

Love Soamoya purchased the White Sympathy Standing Spray
for the family of Rachel Simmons Jones.

Love Soamoya - February 11 at 06:13 PM

Love Soamoya planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Rachel Simmons Jones.

Jessica and Bryce Krueger and family - February 11 at 11:01 AM

Jessica and Bryce Krueger and family purchased the Sincerest
Sorrow Blue & White for the family of Rachel Simmons Jones.

https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=582&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=582&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4674&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4674&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4674&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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February 10 at 09:01 PM

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White was
purchased for the family of Rachel Simmons Jones.

February 10 at 05:12 PM

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White was
purchased for the family of Rachel Simmons Jones.

Vanessa Finnerty and Family - February 10 at 05:12 PM

Vanessa Finnerty and Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Rachel Simmons Jones.

Charles Ekunwe - February 10 at 12:07 AM

My condolences to the family. May God continue to keep and bless you all. May
Mama Jones soul continue to rest in peace. God Bless.

Charles Ekunwe - February 09 at 11:55 PM

My condolences to the family. May God continue to keep and bless you all.
Maybe Mama Jones soul continue to rest in peace. God Bless 

Evans family - February 09 at 07:13 PM

We would like to extend our condolences to the family. May God comfort you
through his word the Bible and the gift of prayer. Thinking of you all.

https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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A. Berry - February 08 at 11:32 AM

Too many memories to share. Mrs. Jones was such a sweet and loving person —
always ready to cheer you on, and just as ready to let you know when you were
out of line, but always in the kindest, gentlest way. Often, you hardly realized you
were being corrected at all. 
 
She was a wonderful listener and had a gift for offering suggestions that made
you smile while also giving you something to think about. She and my mother,
being the same age, loved to joke together and share memories and life lessons
whenever they visited. Those moments were truly special. 
 
Mrs. Jones will be deeply missed. Please hold close the many cherished
memories you shared with her, and know that you are in my thoughts during this
difficult time. 
 
With deepest sympathy,   
Allyson Berry


