Deacon Mercer General
McGuire

October 16, 1944 - October 3, 2013

Deacon Mercer General McGuire of Decatur, Georgia passed away on
October 3, 2013 surrounded by his loving family. He was born in Lithonia,
Georgia on October 16, 1944 to the late Virgle and Viola McGuire. He was the
youngest of nine siblings. He attended Bruce Street High School in the
DeKalb County School System. He married the love of his life, Betty Ann
Davis at a young age. Her brother introduced them. Mercer and Betty Ann
became the proud parents of four children - Paula, Valissa, Mercer, and
Pamela. They celebrated fifty years of holy matrimony on August 24, 2013.
Mercer was hired by Philip 66 at age 19 and worked until he lost his vision in
1969. He then became employed as a vendor with Georgia Co-op for the
Blind where he worked for over 39 years. He operated vending businesses at
Fort McPherson, the Atlanta Junior College, the U.S. Immigration Office, and
several Executive Parks throughout the metropolitan area. He joined Big Miller
Grove Baptist Church as a young adult. He was an ordained Deacon and later
became an Honorary Deacon after his health declined. He served on the
Trustee Board, Chaired the Kitchen Ministry, and was the President of the
former #2 Usher Board for several years.

In spite of his visual impairment, Mercer was active in the community and was
a repeat participant in the March of Dimes Walk. He was an unofficial founder
of the international recording trio, D'Vine, in which he encouraged his

daughters to form their own singing group. He enjoyed providing for his family



and sharing his wisdom and advice intertwined with that of his mentors,
WSB's Clark Howard and financial guru, Dave Ramsey. He was preceded in
death by his parents - Virgle and Viola, siblings i Betty Lou McGuire, James
McGuire, Catherine Durden, Lynward McGuire, and Darthula Stanfield, and
his son-in-law, Eddie Saunders IIl. Mercer will be missed by his wife - Betty
Ann Davis McGuire; his children - Paula McGuire Saunders, Valissa Ann
Asbey, Mercer McGuire (Betty), and Pamela McGuire Deas (Dr. Brian Deas);
grandchildren - Marcus McGuire, Gregory Asbey, Crystal Deas, Khalil
McGuire, Trayvon Williams, and Justin McGuire-Forbes; great-grandchildren -
Zyhmir and Zh'khi McGuire; Sister, Pearl Thornton; Brothers i Marvin
McGuire (Barbara); Deacon Allen McGuire (Anna Mary); Godsons - Elder Eric
Parks and Raymond Sallis; and many family members and friends.

His homegoing service and life tribute will be held at Big Miller Grove
Missionary Baptist Church in Lithonia, GA on Saturday, October 12, 2013 at
11:30AM. Bishop Miles E. Fowler will officiate. There will be a viewing on
Friday, October 11, 2013 from 12:00PM-8:00PM at Gregory B. Levett & Sons
Funeral Home South DeKalb Chapel - 4347 Flat Shoals Parkway Decatur,
GA. Interment at Albert-McGuire Cemetery on Giles Road in Lithonia, GA
following the service.

In lieu of flowers, his family asks that donations be made to The McGuire
Saunders Education Scholarship Fund. Make checks payable to Big Miller
Grove Baptist Church i 3800 Big Miller Grove Way Lithonia, GA 30038.



Tribute Wall

To the McGuire family:

Please accept my sincere condolences for your loss. Death is the
enemy of all mankind, yet when it touches us personally, few seek
the comfort they search for. The doctrines that are taught
concerning death find their origins from men and not the Bible. As a
result, they fail to leave those who are grieving with comfort or a
hope. They do however, leave many with unanswered questions.
The response that "God works in mysterious ways" or that "God
needed another angel”, does not satisfy the spiritual needs of those
who are grieving. However, many have found comfort in the pages
of God's word the Bible (2 Corinthians 1:3, 4). In God's word we find
the promise that we can be reunited with our loved ones (John
5:28,29; Acts 24:15). The Bible tells us where this happy reunion
will take place (Psalm 37: 11, 29; Matthew 5:5). We are told why we
die (Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 5:12), and that the God of the Bible
will end death forever (Isaiah 25:8; Revelation 21:3,4). Learning the
truth about Jehovah, the God of the Bible (Psalm 83:18), God's
Kingdom (Daniel 2:44), and the state of those who have died
(Ecclesiastes 9:5), is the start to finding true comfort concerning
loved ones who are sleeping in death (John 11:11-14; John 8:32).
For more information please visit the website jw.org.

A Friend - October 20, 2013 at 03:01 AM



To the McGuire Family and Friends, Though | know that this is a
difficult time for you my hope is that when the time is right for it, you
might allow yourself to be comforted by the hope found in God's
inspired word the Bible. John 5:28,29 and Rev 21:3,4. These give
hope of both a future resurrection and the complete elimination of
death, pain and mourning to be accomplished under Jesus'
Kingdom rule. (1Cor 15:24-26) We have this and much more to look
forward to. For more scriptural encouragement please go to: www.j
w.org/en/publications/books/?contentLanguageFilter=en&pubFilter=
wed&sortBy=1: (Read the bible aid.. When Someone You Love Dies)
Warm Christian Love, Bonnie Perkins ; Rockbridge Congregation of
Jehovah's Witnesses

Bonnie Perkins - October 07, 2013 at 06:46 AM

I would like to express my sincere condolences to the family of. The
loss of a love one brings us the anguish of grief. Comfort can be
found in God’s word, the bible. The promise of a resurrection at Acts
24:15, John 11:25 and death will be no more at Revelation 21:3, 4.
In your time of sorrow you can draw closer to God in prayer.
~James 4:8.

Agnes L Taylor - October 05, 2013 at 04:48 AM
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