Dr. Joseph H. Gardner III

September 3, 1946 - March 8, 2024

Celebration of Life Service for Dr. Joseph Henry Gardner, Il will be held on
Monday, March 18, 2024 @ 11:00 A.M. in our chapel. Visitation will be held on
Monday, March 18, 2024 from 10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.. Please express your
condolences on our website. Gregory B. Levett & Sons Funeral Homes &
Crematory South Dekalb Chapel 404.241.5656.

Dr. Joseph Henry Gardner lll, affectionately known as Uncle Joe or Dean
Gardner, was born September 3, 1946 in Brooklyn, NY to the late Joseph and
the late Cyslin Gardner.

The oldest of 4 siblings, he attended the public schools of Brooklyn and
graduated from Erasmus Hall High School in 1964. He had a special love for
tennis, martial arts and running track and had a dream of running in the
Olympics.

After graduating high school, Joseph enrolled in Central State University in
Wilberforce, OH where he continued tennis and track, and was active in the
Young Democrats Student Government and the Dormitory Council. Joseph
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration in 1969 and
departed campus as a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.



Upon completion of his undergraduate studies, Joseph attended graduate
school at The Atlanta University where he reactivated the Eta Tau Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi on campus. Joseph not only earned a Master’s Degree in
Business Administration in1973 but met and fell in love with Raynette
Hammond. The two were married in Philadelphia in 1974 and eventually
settled in South Orange, NJ where they raised their daughter, Cherron Alicia
until Raynette’s passing in 2001.

While living in New Jersey, Joseph was active in the local Omega chapter, Eta
Pi, the CSU Alumni Association, Church and volunteered with several
organizations. Though he worked several corporate positions, his heart
belonged to Higher Education.

In 1989, Joseph returned to Central State University where he served as
Director of Alumni Affairs until 1992 and Dean of Students from 1992 — 1996.
During his tenure at CSU he mentored students across campus. Central State
and Omega Psi Phi were two pillars of Joseph’s life, and he never missed an
opportunity to encourage people to consider both. He sponsored College
Fairs and assisted in College Tours to CSU. He organized luncheons to raise
scholarship funds for CSU students and started a Foundation to assist
students attending CSU with scholarships. He assisted parents and students
with their challenges at CSU. He was a lifetime member of Omega Psi Phi,
serving as the President in earlier years and was always supportive of the
brotherhood.

Joseph returned to NJ in 1996 and began working on his Doctor of Philosophy
alongside his wife, Raynette. In 2002 he earned his Doctor of Philosophy
degree from Seton Hall University.

In 2005 Joseph married Judith Thornton and moved to Southfield, Michigan
where he remained a lifetime member of Omega Psi Phi and was an active



member of Hope United Methodist Church for 14 years. He displayed his love
for HBCU's and higher education as the chairperson of the Higher Ed
committee at Hope and through volunteer work. Though not married for the
last 4 years of his life Joseph and Judith remained great friends.

On March 8, 2024, Dr. Joseph Henry Gardner, Il was called home. He is
survived by his daughter, Cherron, brother Lawrence, sisters Adrienne and
Linda, nieces, nephews, cousins and many family and friends who loved him.
He had a faith in God and a positive attitude that was contagious. He will be
buried in New Jersey with Raynette and greatly missed by all who knew him.



Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 18. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

South DeKalb Chapel

4347 Flat Shoals Pkwy.
Decatur, GA 30034

(404) 241-5656
info@levettfuneralhome.com

Celebration of Life Service

MAR 18. 11:00 AM (ET)

South DeKalb Chapel

4347 Flat Shoals Pkwy.
Decatur, GA 30034

(404) 241-5656
info@levettfuneralhome.com
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Tribute Wall

Dear Joe, you will be surely missed. We remember all the great
times we shared at CSU and our wonderful experiences with you
and Raynette in New Jersey. | am grateful that we were able to
share the last CSU Homecoming as roommates. Farewell good
buddy. RIHP,

Wags and Lynne

Bill Wagstaff - March 18, 2024 at 06:04 PM

We are thankful for Joseph Gardner's service as former Central
State University Detroit Alumni Chapter President when he lived
here in Michigan; May his Soul Rest Peacefully with the ancestors.

From Rita and Akilah Carpenter

Write a comment...
Post

Carpenter Family - March 18, 2024 at 12:50 PM

To the family of Joseph Gardner, | would like to express my sincere
condolences. Joe and | have been friends since 1964 when we
arrived on the campus of Central State University. | will certainly
miss so much about my friends, Joe. | will especially miss the
memories we shared in Cleveland and at Central State's
homecomings. Rest in peace, my dear friend.

Howard Meeks - March 17, 2024 at 07:01 PM



We are thankful for Joseph Gardner's service as former Central State
University Detroit Alumni Chapter President when he lived here in
Michigan; May his Soul Rest Peacefully with the ancestors.

From Rita and Akilah Carpenter

McFadden Carpenter Family - March 18, 2024 at 12:45 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Dr. Joseph H. Gardner Ill.

March 16, 2024 at 05:23 PM

Cyndi and Zawadi Boyce, Dennis Williams planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in

honor of Dr. Joseph H. Gardner Ill.
Cyndi and Zawadi Boyce, Dennis Williams - March 16, 2024 at 10:56 AM
Cyndi and Zawadi Boyce, Dennis Williams

purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Dr. Joseph H. Gardner lII.

Cyndi and Zawadi Boyce, Dennis Williams - March 16, 2024
at 10:56 AM


https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Chuck, Melvin, Ray and Sheila Owens planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Dr. Joseph H. Gardner IlI.

Chuck, Melvin, Ray and Sheila Owens - March 16, 2024 at 09:09 AM

Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray was purchased
for the family of Dr. Joseph H. Gardner Ill.

March 16, 2024 at 09:09 AM

Jennifer Clemmons Barnett purchased the Beauti
ful in Blue for the family of Dr. Joseph H. Gardner
1.

Jennifer Clemmons Barnett - March 15, 2024 at 11:33 PM

Dr. Kimberly Patterson planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Dr. Joseph H.
Gardner llI.

Dr. Kimberly Patterson - March 15, 2024 at 08:38 PM
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https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.levettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dr. Kimberly Patterson purchased the Emerald G
arden Basket for the family of Dr. Joseph H.
Gardner Ill.

Dr. Kimberly Patterson - March 15, 2024 at 08:38 PM

Artelia G. purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiph
yllum for the family of Dr. Joseph H. Gardner Ill.

Artelia G. - March 15, 2024 at 01:47 PM

With deepest sympathy: | was blessed to have met Bruh Gardner in
the 70's, through his wife Raynette, a co worker of mine. Truly
saddened to learn of your departure. Brother Arlester Benton

arlesterbenton - March 14, 2024 at 10:47 PM
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