
Bernice Celestine Robinson
July 27, 1935 - August 8, 2020

Ms. Bernice Celestine Robinson, daughter of the late Rev. Charles Robinson,
Sr. and Bertil “Bertha” Robinson was born July 27, 1935 at The Woman's
Hospital of Philadelphia in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was raised in
North Philadelphia and later her parents and three siblings, Charles Robinson,
Jr. (decreased), Geraldine (Robinson) Brantley, and Willie Robinson
(decreased) moved to West Philadelphia. Bernice was a self-proclaimed
tomboy, who enjoyed climbing trees, playing sports and especially racing the
boys and mostly winning. At the age of 13, she professed her faith in Jesus
Christ when she was baptized by Rev. Perry Evans at Faith Baptist Church at
29th & York Sts. in Philadelphia, PA. At Faith Baptist Church she enjoyed
attending Sunday school and summer bible school. She attended the
Philadelphia public schools – Rudolph Walton (Elementary), Thomas
Fitzsimons (Junior High School), Kensington and Simon Gratz High Schools.
Although she did not formally graduate from high school, she late earned her
G.E.D. 

 She was united in holy matrimony to Frederick C. Williams in 1957 (divorced).
Shortly afterward, Bernice entered into a life changing opportunity when she
became one of the first women who was employed with the United States
Postal Service at 30th & Market Sts. in 1963. The United States Postal
Service became the center of her social, economic and political life. 

 Bernice was a trailblazing member of the National Alliance (Black Postal
Workers Union) and later an active member of the unified American Postal



Workers (APW) Union. As a union member she organized members to attend
the 1963 March on Washington; hosted Christmas parties for neighborhood
children; participated in union bowling and softball leagues and social events;
contribute to worker’s right movements and social movement such as the Anti-
Apartheid Movement (AAM) opposing South African apartheid/Free Mandela.
As a result of her generous spirit, outspoken nature and warm personality, she
was loved and admired by many postal colleagues, friend and family. 

 Bernice later moved to Sicklerville, NJ in 1979 where she resided nearby
family and friends. In 1982 she married Leonard Davis (divorced) and
remained in Sicklerville, NJ until she retired from the U.S. Postal Service on
August 31, 1993. After retirement, she continued to travel extensively and
maintained an active social life. 

 After leaving Sicklerville, NJ, Bernice moved to Echelon Towers in Voorhees,
NJ where she became the President of the Echelon Towers Social Club. She
expanded her activities beyond her residence by working for the PATCO
Speedline in Lindenwold and volunteering with Visiting Nurse Senior Medical
Daycare. Her political and social endeavors also included being elected
Treasurer and President of the Voorhees Senior Citizen Club; Board member
of the Cherry Hill, NJ American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) and
Treasurer of the Harvest House Resident Association. 

 Her life as she handwrote, “With all the ups and down in my life I think it was
good.” Bernice also wrote, “I love people and always looked for the good side
of friends and acquaintances. I like to talk ‘trash’ and play the clown around
my friends who I dearly love.” The friend and family that she loved so much
will dearly miss her, and her influence will forever remain in the lives of all who
knew her. She quietly departed this life on Saturday, August 8, 2020 at in
Duluth, Georgia. She was preceded in death by her brothers, Charles
Robinson, Jr. and Willie Robinson, grandson, Edward (Navy) Roosevelt
Stewart 

 Her beautiful life will forever be cherished in the lives of her sisters Geraldine
(Gerri) Brantley of Sewell, NJ and Juanita Bell of Thomasville, GA; children:



Lavinia (Vickie) Stewart of Philadelphia PA, Geraldine (Gerri) Robinson of
Duluth, GA, and Charles Johnson of York, PA; grandchildren: Demetrius
Robinson of Camden, NJ, Nicole Gresham of Snellville, GA, Darnell Booth of
York, PA, and Nathan (Nat) Johnson of Philadelphia, PA; great grandchildren
Shaquille Robinson of Delran, NJ, Alia Stewart of Hampton VA, Ariana
Stewart of Hampton VA, Sanaa Gresham of Snellville, GA, Jibril Al-Uqdah-
Robinson and Safa Al-Uqdah-Robinson of Silver Spring, MD and a host of
nieces, nephews, family and friends.
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Margie Jacobs - August 18, 2020 at 11:22 AM

Gerri, so sorry for your loss. Bernice was a dear friend. I remember
when both of you unexpectedly helped me on move in day. I told my
grandson of her passing,not sure if he remembered her but he did,
picking her up for church on Sunday mornings and exchanging
birthday cards.She was not only a good friend to me but a
memorable one to him as well

Joan Peace - August 18, 2020 at 08:40 AM

My condolences to the family of Bernice Robbinson. Peace and
Blessings to you. There are so many fond memories of her, too
many to post. So loving always planning a trip, a dinner, etc. R.I.P.
my friend.  Joan Peace

Deborah Butler - August 17, 2020 at 08:28 PM

My condolences to you and your family. 
Your Mommy will always be with you, guiding and inspiring you,
forever. 

 So much love there. 
 Be strong my sista.

Bonnie Williams - August 17, 2020 at 08:22 PM

My condolences to the Robinson and
Johnson family. I will always hold my memory
of her in my  she was truly a classic.
May our father in heaven bless each one of
you, and give a peaceof mind.
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Bonita Richards - August 17, 2020 at 07:37 PM

My heart goes out to you and your family, Geri! Your mom’s obituary
is spectacular...she lived an active and fulfilling life! Just take
comfort in knowing that she is at peace now, and that her spirit will
always reside inside you, the family, and the many people that she
touched during her time here on this earth! You all have my
Condolences and Prayers that you may be comforted and
strengthened during this time of grief! Much love to you all!

Kimberly Simmons - August 17, 2020 at 06:49 PM

My prayers and condolences to the family Bernice was a very kind
and gentle person who appreciate all the assistance she required
she will be missed.

Pat Edmond - August 17, 2020 at 06:42 PM

Gerri I am so glad that I met your Mother. Her obituary was
outstanding and I am glad she lived a full life. God is good and your
Mother has earned her wings. I pray that God gives you and your
family the strength you need to heal in time. It's a slow process but
you will be smiling when you think of the memories. Amen

Michelle Robinson - August 17, 2020 at 06:23 PM

Sending prayers and glad I was able to spend time with her in
Georgia
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Yvonne Prioleau - August 17, 2020 at 06:05 PM

So sorry for your loss Dear Geri and family. May God comfort you
and keep you and give you peace

Theresa Alston - August 17, 2020 at 05:45 PM

Sending prayers and condolences to the Robinson family

Nicole Gresham - August 17, 2020 at 04:58 PM

101 files added to the album Bernice Photo's


